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À ; i -four hours from east to west 
i-i Db serm ies Du Light. It was an imagina- 
across the globe—a wor d 
tive idea and it caught on at once; the World Chain has been 
‘forged’ every year since then, even under the stress of war. 
It is also a simple idea, though most newspaper reporters and 
even some members have never been quite able to grasp it. 

Australia in 1929 counted it an honour to inaugurate the 
Chain, and every year since then a particular part of the world 
has been designated as the starting place. The section of our 
Family thus privileged lights a Lamp at some central point 
n in its area and members watch before its fame during the 
whole twenty-four hours of the light’s journey round the world. 
They remember in succession their unseen fellow-members 
whose turn it is to light their own Lamps as the clock strikes 
nine. Thus a twenty-four hour ‘Vigil’ at the starting-point 
(which is also the finishing point) of the World Chain has 
become an established custom. 


T IS TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 
invited their fellow-me: 


A New Conception 


In 1954 it happened that December 11, the anniversary of 
the founding of Toc H, was a Saturday and December 12, the 
birthday of Tubby, its founder, a Sunday. This gave an 
opportunity—which, allowing for leap-year, does not recur 
even every seven years—for a twenty-four hour Vigil in which 
members everywhere, whatever their week-day occupation 
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could take part if they wished to do so. This made a radical 
change in the event, a fact which members took time to 
appreciate and which local newspapers (over 150 of them) 
more often than not misreported. For this was no longer a 
sort of relay race, in which the torch was kindled at a fixed 
point, handed on to the next cluster of Toc H units, upheld. 
l so to speak, by them during the few minutes of the Ceremony 
of Light and then passed on again, westward and so round the 
world. It became a steady glow, not a series of flashes, an 
act of devotion and dedication, sustained for twenty-four hours 
and starting everywhere in 
| the world at the same 
| moment. That moment in 
| Great Britain was 9 p.m. on 
December 11, when else- 
| where in the world the 
| hands of the clock might be 
| pointing to some very differ- 
ent hour. In Ottawa, for 
instance, members began 
their Vigil at 4 p.m.. in 
Buenos Aires at 6 p.m., in 
Pretoria at 11 p.m.; then in i Vire ee TS 
Delhi it was already 3 a.m. UU ars M C Dro 
on December 12. in Can. ‘P Gres oil ie bands ọf the 
berra 7 a.m., in Wellington, 
New Zealand, 9 a.m. But wherever it was and whatever the 
time on the clock members everywhere remembered Toc H in 
England in the first hour, Toc H in Scotland, Wales and 
Ireland, in Gibraltar and Tangier and in Gambia in the 
second, in Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina in the fifth, in Hong 
Kong and Western Australia in the seventeenth, in Egypt, 
Sudan, Central and Southern Africa in the twenty-third and 
soon. And in the great spaces of the oceans, when light, so to 
speak, was only upon the face of the waters, there was time 
to remember many other ‘concerns’ of Toc H—seamen, the 
lonely, our own families, the Women's Association, the Elder 
Brethren and our work among young ones, the sick and the 
old or the vigorous fighting Services. All was to be summed up 
at the end of the twenty-fourth hour in thanksgiving. 
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Preparations 


Such, then was the plan. The general principle of it was laid, 
much earlier in the year, before the Centra] Council and then 
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working out of it in closes 
help from others. It has been the custom for 
the section of Toc H which 
is starting the Chain of 
Light to circulate a message 
beforehand to members 
everywhere. This time there 
was no such starting point 
and so messages were 
invited months beforehand. 
from all over the world. 
These. typed on six foolscap 
sheets. were made available 
and six hundred copies were 
asked for. Other papers 
*Twelve hundred copies of the Theme were issued. typed or printed 
E uad a in the JOURNAL, at intervals, 
giving a time-table round the world, offering hints to the 
member or the group of members about using their turns 
in the Vigil, suggesting books for reading privately or aloud 
and so on. The chief of these (it was typed on nine pages 
of foolscap) was headed “The full Theme of the Vigil” 
and each of its twenty-four sections gave those who were 
to keep that hour, whether a solitary watcher or the leader 
of a little group. subject matter for thoughts and prayers and 
references to several Bible passages bearing upon it. Twelve 
hundred copies of this guide were asked for and supplied. 
There was indeed very little excuse for any member to ask 
v o or two always do) ‘why Headquarters doesn’t give 
a lead’! 


tive O 


What happened 
And. after all these preparations, what happened? Even 
the mere numerical tale cannot be accurately told. So far as 
we know at the moment of writing a full twenty-four hour 
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Vigil was attempted, at home and overseas, in some three 
hundred places; an unknown number of others lit their 

Lamps or Rushlights at 9 p.m. to observe the Ceremony of 
Light and some of these kept vigil until midnight or for some 
hours next day. In not a few places a number of units, drawn 
from a city or a closely knit District, combined for the event 
at a central point. They might start the first hour and end 
the last, forty or fifty or more strong, with an act of worship 
and man each of the intervening hours with a team of three 
or four men under a leader. In "very rural" Districts, as 
one secretary calls them. 
where transport was too 
difficult, units sometimes 
made an arrangement to 
cover the twenty-four hours 
between them without 
coming together. For ex- 
ample, one Branch under- 
iook the Vigil from 9 p.m. to 
3 a.m.. the next from 3 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., and so on. Other 
units, not feeling able to 
undertake the whole Vigil 
met, as for the usual World J 
Chain, to light their Lamp . 
at 9 p.m. on Saturday and '' 
again at 9 p.m. on Sunday to "receive the Light home" after 
its world journey. 

There were, naturally, observances which did not go 
‘according to the book’ of suggestions. A small new Branch 
in Scotland, for instance, kept each hour of the twenty-four 
“in twos. threes and fours", who spent much of their time in 
lively discussion. Each group left notes of their findings for the 
next group and, if they wished, a message on a blackboard; 
they plan to pool the notes for later discussion in the Branch. 
One member who took part there writes: "Young rural 
Branches struggling through early years can feel lonelier than 
you know. The Vigil has swept away the loneliness and left a 
warmth and strength which will surely lead to big things". 

The Vigil was, of course, kept in all kinds of surroundings. 
Often it was in the Branch room (scrupulously cleaned, one 
secretary says, for the occasion). in others in a church—for 
instance in Mansfield or Felpham Parish Church, in St. John's, 


- in a side chapel of a Cathedral’ 


Cardiff. where all the units round about came together, in a , 
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Cathedral, in Christchurch the Guild church of All Hallows 

hedral New. Zealand. 4n nty-four hour Vigil: it was 
Caled d and closed the twenly-! he Lamp of Tower 
Tubby opene r the Porch, with th : ) 
held in the Chapel WI n the normal Sunday services in a 
Hill Branch alight. Whe 2 i Vigil was not so much 
church went forward as by the presence of a congregation, 
interrupted as reinforced Their watch while the usual Deaf 
In Ipswich members kept the! was Dumb service was hel d. 
]n other cases too the Vigil 
fitted in with a ‘job’ and en- 
hanced it. Didsbury Brauch 
was entertaining 250 old 
folk that Saturday night: 
just before 9 p.m. they left 
a concert party in charge 
and went olf to start the 
Vigil, from which a team 
returned to say ‘good-night’ 
to the old folks and clear up 
the hall. At Sale members 
stayed up all night; those 
coming off their watch in the 
Vigil repaired and painted 
toys for a children’s party they were to give. — . 

There must have been many unrehearsed incidents. Deep 
in Sussex, for instance. Mrs. Halliley (one-time General 
Secretary of L.W.H.) was intending to light her little "Oberam- 
mergau. candle" for a solitary remembrance of the Chain of 
Light when three members of a small unit seven miles away 
telephoned to ask if they might join her: they came—with 
their Lamp—for the last hour of the Vigil. And we must try 
to imagine the immense variety of settings in which this day 
and night effort went on. Here. for example, is a glimpse from 
Wales: “I visited a lone unit in the coalmining Garw Valley 
at Pontycymmer on the Sunday night when we kept the watch 
for the last half-hour in a little bakehouse kitchen overlooking 
the valley. Before us were the blue, piercing lights of the pit- 

workings, all hemmed in by the huge dark hills and 
eren ied with stars in a clear dark sky—a dark cloth with a 

great circle of twinkling lights upon it,” 
50 The variety of those who took part in this unaccustomed 
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‘a lone unit In a coal-mining valley‘ 


and testing exercise goes without saying: in age, opinions 
and experience it was. of course, as wide as Toc H. We hear 
of places where Builders and General members were properly 
invited to join. The co-operation of the members of the 
Women's Association. whether as individuals or as Branches 
with their Lamps, was natural in most places. Women often 
took more than their share of the watch. and a Toc H Secretary 
reporting this to the General Secretary of the Women's 
Association wrote: “E don't think it would be out of place 
to say that ‘we are agreed’ very much in W , and after the 
week-end's effort it is even more so”. In one District of four 
Branches who met together, three youngsters—two members 
and a probationer, all under National Service age—volun- 
teered to stand by all night to ‘brew up’. when they were not 
watching. for others going on duty: a Branch chairman found 
tea and toast ready at 4 a.m. before he started his two-hour 
turn. 


In the Old House 


The first place outside the British Isles which claims 
mention is, of course, Poperinghe. It was unthinkable that 
the Upper Room of the Old House. the actual birthplace of 
our Movement, should lie silent and empty upon the anniver- 
sary of its Birthday. A little team of eight members. led by the 
Administrator and including an Australian padre, a New 
Zealand member and a woman member from South Africa. 
went oul from home to keep the Vigil. In Talbot House itself 
they were reinforced by three Belgians, the first real 
Poperinghe members, 
recently initiated—our very 
faithful neighbour Yvonne 
Derynck (who first knew the 
Old House as a small 
schoolgirl at Tubby's Christ- 
mas party in 1916). her 
friend Rolande Blankaert 
(one of the splendid team of 
Poperinghe girls who played 
hostess to our Liberation 
Army in the House in 1944), 
and Sylvain, the husband of 
our excellent steward 
Angéle, all of whom now 
have a wide circle of friends 


‘In the Upper Room of the Old Mouse’ 
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Redi In INDIA all the units took par 
still rather scanty. except a few very weak ones 
in villages kept the whole 
twenty-four hours. In Mad- 
ras. where never less than 
three members manned each 
hour, R. D. Paul, our Hon. 
Commissioner, opened the 
Vigil at 3 a.m.: he was on 
duty himself then for two 
hours and came on again 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. At 
9 p.m. on Sunday, when 
India itself was due to be in 
the thoughts and prayers of 
Toc H everywhere, a Branch 
meeting was held. 


In AusrRALIA the Vigil was widely observed. Preliminary 
papers from South Australia (where Peter Seymour-Price is 
the Staff man) show the detailed assignment of each of the 
twenty-four hours to a single men's or women's Branch and, 
in many cases, the name of a suggested leader. Heavy sleepers 
are even advised where to buy an alarm clock! 

In New ZEALAND Auckland did not attempt a full twenty- 
four hour Vigil but held meetings at “salient points” during 
the period. In Wellington there were never less than two men 
on duty in the Cathedral—"a most moving event all through” 
writes Jack Davies, the Hon. Dominion Secretary. 2 T 
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therefore, must have been engaged in the Vigil: “it was a 
stimulating culmination to a tough. hard year”, comments Ron 
Anderson. 

In really isolated units where the Vigil was observed it may 
well have meant more to members than anywhere else. 
Bathurst (GAMBIA, West Africa) the very lone unit with its 
membership of native Africans, says it was “very happy” over 
the celebrations this year. “Also” they add. “at our last 
meeting prior to the Chain of Light the few faithful members 
of Toc H decided to take up social welfare jobs in the coming 
year, D.V." From Fanara (Surz CANAL Zone) comes news of 
the team of British and East African Servicemen and Egyptian 
civilians keeping the Vigil in the Toc H Club under the 
leadership of Frank Coleman Cross. Their Sunday 
programme included Holy Communion at 6.30, morning 
service at 10 a.m., Evensong at 6.30 and Compline at 9 p.m. 
Finally. we know that the opportunity of the Vigil was 
welcomed in SINGAPORE. Bob Preston, the Staff man recently 
arrived from home, wrote before the event: “One of the 
things T am fighting here all the time is the sense of isolation 
and the failure of members, particularly new ones, to realise 
that they are part of the world-wide Family. The discussion 
on the Vigil has afforded a fine opportunity of pressing home 
this point." 

How many individual lone members joined in the Family 
observance will never be known. None can have been more 
remote than Roland Huskison, on Leprosy Control work in 
Northern Nigeria. He spent the night of December 11 a hundred 
and seventy-five miles away from his own station, in a bush 
rest-house on the River Niger. It was a sleepless night, for he 
kept the Vigil alone from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. Then it was time 
to have breakfast and prepare for a two-day journey in a 
canoe to investigate the need further up for a new Leper 
Clinic: he found a need and the Clinic was to open by now. 


Pro and Con 


The Vigil was a challenge to the plain man. It was surely 
a bold idea to suggest that he should undertake a religious 
exercise rare even among ‘professionals’ and hard indeed to 
parallel in any other lay society. Was it not much to ask of 
a man whose habit, very likely. was to spend an hour a week 
in church and five minutes a day privately on his knees. that 
he should concentrate for an hour or more on prayer and 
thought at an inconvenient time of the day or night and that 
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gamble, of course, In the sense 
that it was quite impossible to 
tell beforehand how many 
would take part We do not 
live in times of ‘Vigil’: for 
that reason it was probably 
good to try it. It seems to me, 
however. that it is very 1mpor- 
tant to find out in what ways 
it did not work. There will be 
a tendency, | imagine. for all 
who took part in it to say how 
marvellous it was. This will 


= : ‘Those coming off their watch 
be sincere enough—for it painted toys’ 


would be very surprising if vi 
the Spirit did not work in us through vigil. In all these 
reactions, however, those men who were bewildered and put 
off by the idea may be overlooked, and they must be included 
if such an idea is really to work in the future.” 


Reactions 
Alongside the Branch, then, which said “Vigil! we’d rather 
use the time looking after some of our Borstal boys . . . then 


there's the Children's Home rooms to decorate—let's get on 
with the job among people!" (all the same they took time to 
eA ae the Family Birthday), there were others 
which strained their resources to the utmost to prepar E 
unusual task and carry it out. PRA Me 
A dier one of the commonest doubts in members’ minds 
e Ap uas was whether they would be able to concentrate 
ne ough and maintain their prayers for a whole hour at 
m Piper s s commonest surprises seems to have 
of its passing. A member, keeping watch 
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in a Mark. writes: “Our reactions were how quickly the time 
passed; when it was time to hand over it didn't seem possible 
that an hour had gone. We also felt very strongly the atmo- 
sphere of our little chapel, the sense of others being with us 
and how easy it was to be quite natural about it." From a great 
city a secretary reports that "some felt that even a two-hour 
duty was not long enough". And from the depths of the West 
Country a farmer member writes: “2 to 3 a.m. was our hour. 
and privately I had thought it a queer sort of Christianity that 
pulled an honest countryman out of bed and off to a distant 
church at that time. Charles was my team mate. Charles with 
the gammy back, and the prospect of sharing an hour of 
prayer and meditation with him would have been odd—but 
for Toc H... At 2.50 our relief arrived, but curiously. a 
‘relief’ was out of place. I had a feeling not of an hour's duty 
accomplished but of an hour's rest and refreshment." 

Many would find it hard to sum up their own feelings during 
their watch and, even if they could, would be shy of recording 
them. A young District Secretary in the Midlands wrote: 
"T opened the door and on entering the room I felt strangely 
moved. Something indescribably wonderful had happened and 
was happening. We were in a room soaked with prayer and 
thought. Chaps said prayers who had never before even 
attempted to lead the Toc H Prayer." From East Anglia a 
blind member echoes him: *One cannot adequately describe 
the feeling of sacred presence as one entered the room". In 
asmall Branch which had only received its Lamp on December 
10, the night before the Vigil, two members who confessed 
that they had never been to church since Sunday School days. 
were so moved after doing their watch that they turned up 
for the Sunday evening service. 


The meaning for Toc H 


It may justly be claimed that the Vigil came at the right 
time for Toc H. For this is a time when the Branches which 
are genuinely alive and those members who seriously believe 
in the Movement (in neither case, as we know. is that 
100 per cent.!) have been taking stock of the present and 
looking forward to the future. Many feel that, though all 
may not have been well with us in recent years. there is a 
fresh, healthy breeze now blowing through our thinking, a 
recovery in our work after the doldrums of 'post-war' and 
signs of new youth in our ranks. To this hopeful stage the 
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c i on 1 
ot oftia Fon Something to Bite on, has great ly 
contributed. And the Vigil, wisely used. has mage penny to 
ponder these things more deeply and to see more plainly that 

ry true endeavour in Toc H is consecrated as Service to 
Dans as the Vigil’s ‘theme’ clearly 


man and so to God. Moreover, l | 
intended, they have tried to see Toc H as a whole. world wide, 


a united, indivisible Family with a grand task in hand—no less 
than the conquest of hate, whether personal. sectional or 
international, by love. No higher challenge can be conceived 
than that which Toc H daily offers its members. 

“There is, as I became aware standing, as the last moments 
of the Vigil ticked away, with the men of X. Branch and with 
those members of theirs from the Epileptic Colony, a growing 
sense of magnitude in our task and a world-wide participa- 
tion”: so wrote an Area Secretary. And another, preparing 
his Area before the Vigil began, said: “We are asking our 
Branches to give special attention to their programmes this 
autumn and winter, . . . to give serious thought to trends in 
the world and home affairs and to the point and purpose of 
Toc H as a Christian movement in the modern scene s jeu 
So our intercessions will be an utterance of a living concern,” 

One Northern Branch wrote of "the joy they found" in the 
Vigil, another, going further, believed it would “fortify and 
re-kindle in us the conviction that Toc H has an indispen- 
Sable part to play in the reconciliation of man to man and 
man to God”. A member in the Southern Area says that his 
Branch felt that "they had never been nearer to things"- 
another, in East Anglia, exclaimed: "What a week d for 
the Family! The greatest ever don't you think? I f bra jd 
on the right track at last” ` Tad ATE 


The future 


Finally, one questiom will 
1 | vill occur to many read j 
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X The New Year Honours included the names of many 
members and friends of Toc H. Among them were SiR 

ROBERT TREDGOLD, K.C.M.G., Hon. Commissioner of Toc H 

in Central Africa; CLIVE CAREY, C.B.E., lately Professor at the 

Royal College of Music, and BILL HAYTHORNTHWAITE, M.B.E.. 

medical missionary in the Gambia. 

vz F.C. (Eric) Brasy, once Hon. Warden of Mark XV, has 
been appointed a Deputy, Lieutenant of Kent. 

» The Rev. A. G. Knicut has become Southern Area Padre. 

% Jonn B. MacMiLLaN, Secretary of Scotland, sustained 

some broken bones in a car-crash in December, since when he 

has been in hospital. 

YZ CENTRAL COUNCILLORS’ nominations of Candidates for | 
election to the Central Executive are due by February 28; also 

notices of motion for the annual meeting of the Council. 

JY: MEMBERS should have had their membership registered 

for the current year by January 31. . 

9: The BRITISH FESTIVAL of Toc H will be held in London 

on April 23 and 24. j 
9 The AUSTRALIAN FESTIVAL will be held in Adelaide from 
April 22 to May 2. 

Y AREA RALLIES will be held on April 16-17, Lincolnshire 
at Skegness; May 7-8, East Anglia at Overstrand, and July 
2-3, Northern at Durham. 

"5 Applications for the TWENTIES CAMP at Langdale, West- 
morland. July 2-9, to George Lee, Toc H, 27 Brazennose 
Street. Manchester 2; for the FARNHAM CASTLE WEEKS, 
between July 31 and August 27, to The Warden, 47 Francis 
Street, London, S.W.1, and for a visit to TALBOT HOUSE. 
PoPERINGHE, to Mrs. Tett, Newlands, Money Hill Road, 
Rickmansworth, Herts. 

% An ANONYMOUS Donation to Toc H of £500, received 
through solicitors, is gratefully acknowledged. 

Y: About making a BRANCH BANNER, see pages 63-64 of 
“The Toc H Signpost’, 1953 edition (price 2s. 6d.). 

“2 BnaANCH—DisTRICT TEAM—AREA EXECUTIVE: Has the 
best member been elected as representative for the new year? 
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FASHIONING A DARK GOD 


by PETER ABRAHAMS 


i duced in 
the picture repro 
i ing commentary on from the 
This moving " Christmas Supplement comes hs 
the “Journal d poet who, born i 
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NGO'S beautiful picture of the 
I pan ers deepest and most go 
ion i mnenipries in me. I remember a time, as a ve i Has 
qe dark and empty chapel in the Northern Transvaa 
Me Mel my patron Saint, St. Peter, the most agonising 
andae p i d enteri my young life. I was in torme of 
Poir "1 doubted my creed. For earlier that day a fellow 
on man of mine, and a Christian like me, had flung me 
AN drom him as though I had been a piece of ae Dass 
accidentally run slap into him as boys often do. : 5 ing- 
ing me away thus had set a chain of thought and fee nen 
motion. Why was it that my fellow-countrymen whose yon 
were white, but who were fellow Christians, behaved as they 
did to me and mine? Were the Christian virtues of mercy, pity, 
peace and love "Reserved for Europeans only like most 
things in our country? Was God a "European God"? Was 
Christ a white Child who grew to white Manhood? 


Careless Cruelty 


The American Negro poet, Countee Cullen, has expressed 
the torment of spirit that often tortures the black Christian 
when he encounters the careless cruelty that is all too common 
among very many white Christians today. 


Ever at Thy Slowing altar 

Must my heart grow sick and falter, 
Wishing He 1 served were black, 
Thinking then it would not lack 
Precedent of pain to guide ir, 

Let who would or might deride if; 
Surely then thig flesh would know 
Yours had borne a kindred woe. 
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Lord, I fashion dark gods, too, 
Daring even to give You 

Dark despairing features where, 
Crowned with dark rebellious hair, 
Patience wavers just so much as 
Mortal grief compels, while touches 
Quick and hot, of anger, rise 

To smitten cheek and weary eyes. 
Lord, forgive me if my need 
Sometimes shapes a human creed. 


There is a deep, often unexpressed, emotional history 
behind the impulse to “fashion dark gods”. Many of those 
who brought the message of Christ to Africa also brought the 
image of Christ as a “European”. Perhaps Livingstone Sango’s 
vision will help to liberate men’s minds from this image. 
There is need of such liberation. 


THIRTY YEARS ON 


by GERRY HAYES, Hon. Warden, Mark XIII 


N DECEMBER 13, 1924, H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 
() accompanied by the Founder Padre and the 
Bishop of Southwark, officially opened Mark XIII— better 
known as “The Brothers’ House"—in South London. On the 
evening of December 13, 1954, a large gathering of past and 
present Marksmen and Branch members assembled in the 
lounge of the Brothers House to celebrate the thirtieth 
anniversary of both Mark and Branch. 

Among those present were five members who had been at 
the first official opening and six ex-Wardens including Dr. 
T. D. T. Brocklehurst, the first Honorary Warden. ‘Brock’, 
then a student at Guy's Hospital, had *moved in' on Saturday, 
September 21. 1924, before the painters and plasterers had left 
the place. He had arrived at about the same time as the first 
Marksman turned up on the doorstep— Geoffrey Martin, now 
Overseas Secretary of Toc H, who was then a young engineer. 

At the anniversary meeting, goodwill messages—letters, 
telegrams and cables—were read from ex-Marksmen scattered 
over the world. One message summed up the general theme 
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A memorable meeting: The Founder Padre and seven Honorary Wardens 
of “The Brothers’ House” 


Back row—E. C. (Ted) Engel (1943/44), Pat Kearin (1934/36), Leonard 
Krause (1939/40), Leonard Hayden (1942/13), Gerry Hayes (1947/—). 
From row--Dr. T. D. T. Brocklehurst (1924/25), The Rev. Dr. P. B. 
Clayton (Founder Padre) and ‘Chippy’. William Lee Praed (1926/32), 
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of them all. It was from the Bishop of Croydon who lived 
at the Brothers’ House when, as the Rev. Cuthbert Bardesley, 
he was on Tubby's staff at All Hallows in 1932. The Bishop 
wrote: 

| have the happiest memories of my association with the Mark. 
I thank God upon every remembrance of those very happy, full. 
amusing and useful days. . . . All the residents of those far-off days 
arc now scattered all over the world; but | am quite certain that we 
all look back with gratitude to what we learnt in the fellowship of 
that very wonderful House. God bless you, and may the House go 
forward from strength to strength. 

After a few words from Geoff Martin. ‘Brock’ took the floor 
and spoke about the early days of the House. He mentioned | 
the great debt owing to Tubby, whose idea it was, and to Mrs. ! 
Dilberoglue who gave the Brothers’ House to Toc H in 
memory of her two sons who were killed in the Kaiser’s war. 

Jack Chipperton, a founder member of the Branch, gave a 
racy account of the struggles and triumphs of the early years. 
He made particular reference to the achievement of the Branch i 
in raising money and manpower for the establishment and j 
running of the Quinn Square Boys’ Club which, in those days, 
provided a much-needed amenity for a large block of densely 
populated tenements in the Waterloo Road. 

Several other members, led by Tubby, recalled other and 
more recent episodes in the life of the House, these remini- 
scences being interposed by choice extracts from old diaries 
and log-books, selected and read by present-day Marksmen. 
Some of the older hands present were obviously taken aback 
—but, no doubt, highly delighted—to find that such spicy 
records of their youthful misdeeds had been so carefully 
preserved. 

A high-light of the evening was the presentation of an 
ornamental Toc H shield to ‘Nib’ Holder, to mark the thirtieth 
year of his continuous association with the House and Branch. 
William Lee Praed (Honorary Warden, 1926-1932) handed 
over the shield which, he said, was but a small token of the | 
high regard in which 'Nib' was held by a legion of friends. | 

Another high-light, of a different order, was the ceremonious 
cutting of a thirty-candle-power cake by Tubby. In the process, 
one of the candles overturned and set fire to the cake’s paper 
decorations. But this high-light was quickly extinguished with- 
out harm either to the cake or to the Founder Padre. 

During the course of à memorable meeting, photographs 
were taken by Andy Burden. The one reproduced opposite is 
surely unique in Mark history. 
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Charley’s Aun 
the Missionary 


ENNETH JARDINE 


issi „M.S. to India in 1921 and 
s went as missionary of os oi. both in Allahabad 
n ee so im Britain for two or three years to 


He is Mn expecis to go back to Pakistan 


by K 


Canon jardin 
has dont twe 
war. d 
aud d ime missionaries am 
issi they sent me 

:RED for a missionary y 
pied Hindu students in India. I shall 
forget my arrival. I got a good EOE S te 
zum es putting on a play in English. They om up 
i 4 wn and then agreed, “You're Just the d o ^ e 
ba f Ch rley’s Aunt!” And act the part of Charley’s Aunt 
Fae Boc T felt ll her lace and shawls) I did. It led on to 


in a : inno" 
Meri nobis and, being India, to many opportunities 


; for discussing religion and life. i ae dae 
iends were surprised, an was surprise yself, 

i 4 Sic Seri make his entry dressed as Charley's 

Aunt. It is not normal, but the mental picture most people 

have of missionaries is not normal either. The Church Mission- 

ary Society, for instance, has among its 900 missionaries— 

farmers, accountants, schoolteachers, doctors, padres, sec- 4 

retary-typists, dispensers, nurses (male as well as female). 

There is no end to the ways of making contacts, and filing 

gaps in the ranks of the Christians of Africa and Asia. 


After 150 years of work the Church Missionary Society (to 
which T belong) is not only concerned with preaching to the 
non-Christians. Because of 150 years of work a forward- 
moving Church now exists in countless regions. Missionaries 
are required to go overseas at the request of that church, to 
serve that church. to work under the leaders of that church, 
to demonstrate that in Christ there is neither East nor West, 
black nor white, to preach the Gospel together. 


I have said that the mental picture of a missionary which 
most people have is pretty wide of the mark. Some think of 
him as perpetually preaching—under a coconut palm. Some 
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A missionary taking a science class in a Kikuyn school 


imagine him as engaged in good works—as a doctor or agri- 
cultural instructor. In fact he is a man trying to live in imitation 
of the Christ who both healed the ten lepers, and then waited 
to give of His very best to the one leper who turned back to 
receive salvation of soul as well as of body. 


The missionary must be as practical as the Good Samaritan, 
aware of all the trends in the land of his adoption, yet never 
so immersed in humanitarian activities that he forgets that 
first and last he is Christ's unworthy ambassador. 
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i ` it new 
lly did not recruit | 
; -years we natura have eben 
V aciem short enel ie Wee 
missi ; v EUM ons whic 
i UNS Y a nmg to 
some idea S MS. gives a year’s iecit Uer Ni 
useful. i pus accepted, before they go : p ae à 
a misled by hearing ns a Me d h uem 
Peeled | iting country far . and 
aes UA ur Arr bad motives in themselves, 
: yr thi i n. 
re enough for this [o RN, e iino dee. 
For the English word missionary War eo Raa 
by Jesus Christ Himself, E F 
E dee be "wit nto me in Jerusalem” (which for 
world, and be “witnesses u dol A TA 
them meant at home) “and unto the 


earth”. , 
Those are stil] the marching orders. 


We most urgently need about 100 volunteers—now, 
Who will go? 


ONE MANS WAR — 


by JOHN CALLF, Toc H Administrator ! 


which came to us from the Toc H Development 
Appeal. What is the Toc H Development Appeal? ` 


Te APPEAL represents one man's war and the man 
A is C. Jackson Cole, a member of Toc H these last 
twenty-five years, of Warden Manor and Normanhurst fame, 
Believing thàt Toc H must not merely mark time, but must go 


increase the staff at home and Overseas. In the first year’s 
Working the cost of mounting the appeal was met entirely 
from his own resources, As the size and the Scope of the 
Appeal increase these costs Will rise, but al] along his aim is 
that money raised by his team wii] 80 to Toc H with as little 
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, 
“New money for new work! 


Jackson Cole has other charitable interesis besides Jis 
devotion to ‘Toc H and part of the (mie of some of bis wan 
is given to raising money lor others such as the fidantile 
Paralysis Fellowship, the Sunday School Union and Uie 
Oxford Committee for Famine Relief, of which he js ine 
Honorary Secretary. For this reason his ten goes by ine 
title “Help for Voluntary and Christian Causes". So far as 
Toc H is concerned “New money for new work” is his Giese. 
The pity of it is that what has been raised so far has bad 
to be used to plug the hole in our present finances, Neither we 
nor he want this state of affairs to po on, How does the money 
come? 

In the first place he has recruited men, some of whom are 
Toc H members of long standing who are prepared to 
approach business firms, charitable trusts, etc., to enlist 
support for the work Toc H is doing. At present the team 
includes Jean Perry, Paul Stecle, and Colin Campbell-- 
all members of Toc H., Colin Campbell is a former 
West Midlands Area Treasurer and one-time Chairman of the 
Manchester Area, and Jean Perry is a well known member 
of the Women's Association. These and the other members 
of the team are ready to operate for Toc H in any part of the 
country, but it is well understood that where they do so they 
will act only after consultation with the Area staff and with 
the goodwill of Toc H locally. 


Common effort 


So far the greater part of the income has come from the 
Alexandra Rose Day Appeal in London and various cities 
and towns throughout the country. Although hospitals bene- 
fited considerably from Rose Day Appeals before the days of 
nationalisation, Rose Day was started as a common effort to 
encourage the work of many societies which promote service 
to the aged, the handicapped, young people, the lonely, the 
Sick, etc., etc. ` 

Nowadays the total national collection for Rose Day 
exceeds £100,000 in the year. This is larger than it was in the 
last year before the hospitals were nationalised, when, of 
course, the hospitals assisted widely in the collections. 

The Alexandra Day Committee, in recognition of the 
importance of the work that Toc H is doing all over the 
country, has awarded us donations from the collections in 
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is is, in fact, their national award 
ces. This is, 1n eue: 
us n jp nanona A d ees m are 
iras ink it would be í Le 
ba: ae ate of the collection quite clear. f 
e 


press, to ma 


Word of thanks l 
i H men and women in 
ks is due to the Toc i 
3 Di Sa towns, who ran the whole appeal ee 
solves alter perhaps a little help from the emn edu a 
ie This helps to keep the expenses down i 
pn Toc H Development Appeal team looks ed 5 
i ed co-operation with Branches and Areas i ghou 
ihe count: as their work grows in effectiveness. We hope for 
he day when the money they raise will be used entirely to 
bring us new men and new work. 


May l, on behalf of the team [Toc H Develop- 
ment Appeal} ask for the prayers of readers. 


We humbly seek guidance from Above if that 
is merited ; and likewise from members and from 
the Central Committees to whom our every 
Proposal has been, and will continue to be, 
submitted. More kindly masters it would perhaps 
be impossible to know, and we can therefore 
Pray with confidence that men will not expect 
more of us in the Toc H Development Appeal 
than we are given the strength to Carry out. 


„Readers might be interested to know the words 
Development Appeal" came from inside the 


Movement as did the germ for Practically all else 
we have done, 


JACK Core, 
Hon. Treasurer i Help to 
Voluntary and Christian Causes. 


TOC H JOURNAL 


n————————— ERR 


BILL GETS A CLUE — 2 
by JOHN DURHAM 


In the start of this new series last month, ‘Bill Davidson’ 
after some difficulty discovered the Oldacre Branch of 
Toc H. He now gives his impression of their Branch meeting 


A, I PUT MY HEAD round the door the babel of 
voices ceased abruptly. It was as though someone 
had turned off the wireless. Through a haze of tobacco smoke 
I saw what I reckoned must be a dozen faces (I counted them 
later and found there were fifteen) turn towards me. 


It was a rectangular loft. with a great beam stretching from 
one side to the other, and set so low that I wondered how 
many people in the past had cracked their heads against it. 
Behind the door was a table at which were sitting two men. 
one of whom I guessed must be the Chairman. He was the 
first to recover from the shock of my arrival. 


“Good evening." he said. “Do come in; we're just in the 
middle of a bit of business. You won't mind if we finish it, 
will you? Have that chair over there." 


I crossed the room to a chorus of shouts of “Mind your 
head", and sat down in an ancient arm-chair which listed 
` heavily to the left under my weight. 


*Have a cup of tea?" asked the man next to me. "It mayn't 
be very hot, but it'll be warm." Before l could decline, he had 
crossed the room and had disappeared through a doorway 
at the back. There was the sound of breaking crockery, a 
voice said “Blast!”, and there was a general shout of '"Three- 
pence in the kitty!” 


“Well,” said the Chairman (I had been right in my guess), 
“I think we've got the business taped alright. There'll be fifty 
kids and their helpers coming to the camp, and we've got to 
get the tents up and dig the lats for them. They're coming in 
on Friday week in the evening, and we've promised to be 
there to meet them. We'll do the job on the Thursday evening. 
Anything else, Jobbie?” 

In the corner opposite to me sat a youngish looking chap 
who was busily engaged in making notes. “Yes, please, Skip." 
he said, "there's one other thing. I want to make an alteration. 
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; jobs by asking for volun. 
— pet 1 uve as Jobbie I ought to 


teers. I iid BON the job to the man. This volunteer. 
D 


In the pas 


bloke volunteering, 
put the man eans you get the wrong blo l 
ing —— pum all the work. So n EE 
bl jn x Bou to tackle p^r DS Home Vou don't 
OKeS 1 £ oDYedr the KI : 
in with thi ob of visiting Bride Ug» 
begin. vit dn like kindly uncles! Any objections?" And he 
jook eather Ree aan Mon you and you’ his 
cries O SS- n. ition. 
sion ie not mect with any marked cine You 
Al ht." said the Chairman, "that's fair fe we i ou v 
he Jobbie. Anything you've got, Bill?", and E aa 
ud ds a grey-haired man whom I suddenly realised was 4 
ae hea eee how he got up the stairs. (I peau 
at that they carried him, and that his wheeled-chair 


was left in an outhouse.) : - had brought 
"Thats the Pilot," whispered the man who. h du n 


i thank h J ha 
é of tea. I smiled my thanks, thoug Tha 
ratio les! idea what a pilot was doing about fifty miles from 
the sea. 
j “No thanks,” replied Bill, “except to say that as the Padre 
can’t come to-night I’ve asked Tom to take Home-going 


ayers.” "EM 
á “You make it sound,” said someone, “as if only the Padre 


ever took them.” 
“Sorry, Frank,” apologised the other. “All I meant was that 


the Padre was down for them this evening, and he couldn’t 
come.” 

“Your apology is accepted,” grinned Frank; and there 
was a general laugh when someone called out “Frank as 
usual.” 

“Now, Jim.” broke in the Chairman, “anything from you?” 

“Well,” said Jim. “I could do with some money.” There 
was an immediate chorus of “When are you going on 
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“Well,” answered Jim, “I like to k Te 
never know what may happen." Sep à bit in hand. You 


«] think that’s all nonsense,” said Frank. *W ; 

keep all that money. I move we “sre don't need 
pi send five quid to the Family 

The Chairman looked enquiringly rou . 
little to my surprise there was ies RUP: NM A 

id. ^we'll send £5 to th i sent. “Alright.” he 
€ Wednesday?" d Family Purse this week. What's on 
dr ednesday?", and he turned to the man Sitting next 

“We've got a Mr. Smithson coming,” repli 
I took to be the Secretary. "He's goin ja ee en 
keeping.” - B Ww 

*Bee-keeping!" exploded Frank, "bee-keepine! ! , 
just the sort of. damned silly thing we would haves odes 

“Ies really alright, you know, Frank,” said the Secretary 
mildly, “you suggested it.” There was a roar of laughter 
“You suggested it when we were talking about taking on that 
job at the Children’s Home. You said we might keep bees 
and give the honey to the kids.” , 

“More bees for Frank’s bonnet,” called out someone. 

“Fair enough,” said Frank. “But I stick to my point that 
too many Branches have talks about things that have nothing 
whatever to do with them. I mean with what they’re really 
after.” 

“Let’s save that for another time.” interrupted the Chair- 
man. “Anybody got anything else to raise? Alright then. j 
we'll have Light.” 

My informant whispered to me. “We have Light at every | 
meeting. Every Branch does that. It’s one of the two cere- 
monies we’ve got. It’s really very simple. I say. you aren’t a 
member, are you! I didn't mean to say all this if you were; | 
but you haven't got a badge on!” I reassured him by saying | 
that I wasn’t a member. 

By now everybody was standing up and had gathered into 

a circle. I had already noticed a lamp standing on a table by 
itself. Now a man said ‘Light’, and lit the lamp. I recognised 
the words that he used, though I hadn't read them for years. 
Then there followed a silence which must have lasted for very 
nearly a minute. I noticed that all the men were looking at 
the flame which was burning steadily. After the silence came 
the words which Christ used about letting our light shine 
before men, and then the flame was extinguished. 
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| the Chairman introduced 


had sat down again, r 
Wielf and the Secretary to me. Pm afraid we've neglected 
ou. All this business must have beer. very boring for you, 
but you caught us on one of our business nights. But we're 
very glad to see you. Are you from another Branch? 
i hat I was doing in Oldacre. “I’d better be 
PEN y I had turned up at their 


honest," I said; and told them wh : 
meeting. There was à general sympathetic laugh. 


“Did you find us easily?” asked the man named Frank. 
I hesitated for a minute, and then replied, “Oh, it wasn’t 


too difficult, thank you.” 
“Come on,” said Frank, “tell us what really happened.” 
There was nothing for it but to recount my adventure. the 
telling of which was greeted with a mixture of sympathy and 


amusement. 
“I thought,” said Frank. “that Dick was going to repaint 
the Notice Board that hangs outside in the lane. What's 


happened to it?" 
_ ‘Tm sorry,” confessed Dick, “it’s my fault. I meant to do 
it last week; but I forgot to get the paint. l'II get it done 


by next Wednesday." 

The Chairman was now looking at his s 
blokes,” he said, “it’s getting on for ten. On oHm ine 
There’s a meeting of the Executive on Monday at eight in 
my house, Let’s have prayers now. Tom?” i P 

After prayers I stood talking to i 
others dealt with the washing-up and EE hes et n 
on the point of taking my leave when the aana does 
| he would walk back with me to my pub. When Mes wae 

Invited him in for a night-cap; but he exc d pun i 

that he had a wife who was very good ov zi Cl a 
ee evenings on this, that and the olen and ae Gut 
SURE: Look us up again, won't you » he he ought to 
a e here in three weeks time.” I smiled Vas When 
reply, anked him for the evening, and w à non-committa] 
n early night. 5» ent up to my room 


[To be continued] 
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The Elder Brethren 


At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them 


BARKER.—On November 28, BERTIE 
Swaffham Branch. Elected 21.5.47, 

Bruce.—On December 19, Bertie B " 
Coundon Branch, Elected 17.451, 4&4 6% Chairman of 

Cave.—Suddenly on December 29, the Rev ER 
aged 46, a member of Hyde Park Branch. Elected 30 us 

CoLBRAN.—On November 23, JAMES Bak wanes A 
Chairman of Builth Wells Branch. Elected ATA AN MEUS 

Curtis.—On October 23, ALFRED EDWARD 
member of Orpington Branch. Elected 003 aged d, a 

GopLEY.—On December 4, Georce GopLEY 
Coldstream Guards, sometime in charge of the Ne ihe Old 
House. Elected Brighton Branch, 1.1.25. 

HucHES.—On December 1, in a flood accident, Dr. G 

] ; Dr. GEOFFREY 
ROLAND HUGHES, aged 72, a founder member of B 
Elected 1.6.23. Sa arnet. Branch; 

Kerr.—On December 30, ROGER CoLiN KERR, M.B.E 
a founder member of Colombo, Ceylon, Branch. Elected 41520 

POWELL.—On November 30, Ernest EDWARD PowgtL 
member of Stonehouse Branch. Elected 20.6.35. aiii uc 

SiNGLETON.—On November 21, GEORGE SINGLETON, aged 77. a 
member of Wandsworth Branch. Elected 1.10.30. 

TINNING.—On December 6, as the result of an accident, HENRY 
TINNING, a member of Manchester Area General Branch. Elected 
132725: 

WapswortH.—On December 2, THoMas WADSWORTH, aged 66, a 
member of Cosby Branch. Elected 15.7.°54, 

Woop.—On September 20, FREDERICK TRUBECK Woop, aged 52, a 
member of Orpington Branch. Elected 11.1736. 


BARKER, aged 64, a member of 


R Cave, 


Bishop Hubbard Memorial 


An appeal has been issued for a fund to endow and 
furnish the Common Room in a new Retreat Guest House 
at Middlesbrough in memory of HAROLD HUBBARD, D.S.O., 
M.C.. M.A.. Bishop of Whitby, 1939-46, Vicar of St. John's 
and Rural Dean of Middlesbrough, 1936-38, Hon. 
Administrative Padre of Toc H, 1927-29. Particulars, 
with an excellent reproduction of a photograph, can be 
obtained from Tom Baker, 4 Rochester Road, Middles- 
brough, Yorkshire. 
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i news and tips 
The General Secretary gives am E23 and 24 


Festival in London 


i tminster 
. soon after which Wes 
led for the Toc H Festival 


Service, some (wo thousand new members have joined. These 
ervice, 


i hance of experienc- 

hould be given a good c ; 
ing the Sia Festival. If all of them are cg ea ur 
Adi p» and 24, there will still be room for double that 


number of others. 


about the 


INCE THE CORONATIO 
Abbey was again p 


‘To Conquer Hate’ TM 
i k always make their 
of the thistle. leek and shamroc | 
Esc oet felt at Festivals. This time they need not be 


i i i lebra- 
i Englishmen wish to share their own ce 
Sa aed he time of year is unusual for a 


i t. George's Day. T 1 l l 
LN XE in Toc H; not so in Australia where theirs will 
be taking place simultaneously in Adelaide. For this once 


i ring some young men's fancies may lightly turn to 
e 5 Tong Festival, a joyful feast related to love. 
Its theme on the second Sunday after Easter will be To 
Conquer Hate’. . . ‘For men to know one another is not 
difficult, and it is half the battle’. 


Hospitality 

The week-end programme runs from 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
with Services at Westminster Abbey and Westminster Chapel, 
and ends at 5 p.m. on Sunday after a Family Gathering. 
Distant members are asked to invoke the aid of their London 
friends now in giving them private hospitality. Some London 
Branches will be offering billets for the Saturday night. To 
many the Sunday Services, informal meetings and family 
gathering are the most valuable part of any Festival. i 
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Executive then decide to share their tickets 
probationers, guests, members of the W ene Members, 


; 3 omen’ iati 
and other friends, will be their affair. TENENDO 


Lamps and Banners 
On Saturday evening Branches wi 
their Lamps at the Royal Albert Hal 


if they possess one. To be a bearer in this great assembly i 
a bit of a strain on stiff joints and yet, as many alread ke i 
an experience to be remembered with pride, Branches Pe 
urged to give the chance to younger members. fs 

Will you make up your mind—about who will be going. 
soon, please. "T 


FAR CRY 


NOTES AND NEWS 
FROM DISTANT PARTS 


Contributed by GEOFF MARTIN, Overseas Secretary 


ll be expected to have 
l, and their Banner too 


A CHRISTMAS IN IRAN 


SEARCHING TEST of a civilised people is the degree 

A of compassion practised by its members. Where- 

ever there is suffering on a large scale, men and women are 

usually found who take root in its midst and with quiet deter- 

mination proceed to grapple, as best they can, with the human 

distress around them. What they create becomes inevitably an 
imprint of their own personalities. 

The notes quoted below are from a letter written before 
Christmas by Miss Gaster, who for nearly ten years has been 
caring for her Home of the Blind in Isfahan, Iran. 

The children squat on the floor in little groups. The elder ones 
telling the little new ones what happens. The feast of St. Nicholas 
on December 6 is a real romp. St. Nicholas is dressed in a fur-lined 
skin cap and a long sheepskin coat, bearded, and with goggles and 
high boots. On his back he carries a sack of pomegranates, nuts, 
sweets, etc., and in his hand is a birch. He thumps on the door and 
stomps in blowing on his hands and saying how tired he is and what 
a long way he has come. He asks the children if they have been good 
and they al! shout, “Yes!” Then he asks me and I say that this one 
or that one has been bad. There are delighted squeals as he marches 
over and pretends to birch them. We have to explain to the little ones 
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Home of the Blind, Isfahan, Irak 


Sightless children listen to n story at the 
who are not used to this or we have bursts of tears. But mostly this 


i i i ilarí aughter, . of 
à E Ton ae We have a tree reaching to the ceiling, 
decorated with toys and fairy lights. We have already been to mark 


t in a nearby garden, Our cook, Husein. and a friend 
ks TASKINEN smallest children with us, a girl of three ana aboy 
of four, We went in a Drushke. The ride itself was fun. The ittle 
gir] was allowed to blow the horn, and both asked endless questions 
about the two horses which drew us and the cars which flashed past. 
Used as | am to blind children, I never fail to be saddened by these 
rides, realising all that they cannot see, The lovely sun and blue sky, 
The gorgeous gold of the autumn leaves and the garden where we 
chose our tree. But they were able to feel and smell a baby Christmas 
Tree. We explained that we would tie presents and Sweets on our 
big one. They picked flowers and went down to the river to dabble 
their hands in the water. And joy of joys, threw stones in. The 
flowers and the stones were treasured in their pockets. When they got 
home, they fell over themselves getting to Vartui, the blind girl who 
is their nurse, They poured out the story of their doings and gave 
her the crumpled flowers and the stones from their pockets. 


"OPERATION PH(ENIX" AT ITU 


You will remember how distressed people were a year or 
two ago to hear news from Dr. MacDonald that the hospital 
at Itu Leper Colony in Nigeria had been burnt out. 

Its successor is now completed and was in fact opened 
last summer by the Acting Governor, Sir Hugo Marshall. 
who, in passing, recalled that when he and his wife first 
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eens 


aw the place twenty-eight years a 
of dense forest, dark and impenetr 


jater appeared from out of the d 
00 others. which comment is symbolic. L. C. Birnb 
rne aum. 


4 now there is this beautiful Hospital, with its central hall and 
: an 


s leading to the second storey, painted cre 1 I 
step for 3 am and terracotta, with 


made 


a generous grant, and also The British Empire Lepros i : 
tn. And What was a matter of pride, was diri ups c a 
4nside job". all the work being done by the patients deber Sad 


had done the plumbing and electrical installation 2i 

men. apprentices and labourers, and remembering, poo t4 
' and Europeans wo had elven valucd help. 1 TUS 
however that no ospital however well equipped, can t 

of healing’. That depends on the spirit in which the EA M 
As our Lord touched the Leper and healed him. so in our touch es: 
in all who may 1n future care for the sick in this place may there b 
something of His touch. y e 

In his covering letter “L.C.” remarks: 

The opening of the Hospital went off quite well. no major di 
though at one time it looked as if the heavy rains ES A eid 
beyond D—Day. If the whole building had turned turtle on the soggy 
ground, we would not have been surprised—in fact, were ready to 
build another hospital on the cement foundations that would then 
have been exposed—indomitable, that's us! 


Toc H Women’s Association Summer School 


A Summer Holiday School is being planned by Toc H 
Women's Association from August 13-27, 1955. It is to be 
held at St. Mary’s Abbey, now a comfortable Conference 
house, at Leiston. two-and-a-half miles from Aldeburgh, 
Suffolk. There will be accommodation for thirty people, and it 
is open to members of Toc H and Toc H Women’s Association 
and their friends. There will be interesting lectures, study 
groups, film shows and expeditions to nearby places of 
interest. The cost will be £4 10s. Od. per week. Enquiries 
should be addressed to the Summer School Secretary. 
Crutched Friars House, E.C.3. 
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| Dances take on new delight 
When the room is Osram bright ! 
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A Product — The General Electric Co, Ltd, 
Also manufacturers of the famous Osram fluorescent tubes 


JRIAGERIR EHATTTONSY 


‘Skipper’ Emmerson, D.C.M. 
article, holds an executive po 
Coal Board and is a Vice- 


» the writer of thi 
st with the National 
President of Toc H 


EMBERS EVERYWHERE will surely be tha 
M the lead its Central Executive has M mp d 


xristian conviction on the great and im i; 
m Relations printed in the November Tenat EER 
I believe every Toc H member, and for that matter, eve 

à : S: , every 
other witnessing Christian, must, by the very nature of things 
accept and welcome sun-burned faces, and those whose 
language we don’t understand. By the very nature of things, 
] mean we all say "Our Father . . .", never "My Father which 
art in Heaven . . .", and in so doing claim legitimacy of 
sonship—and brotherhood with all His sons. We dare not 
be false in this and cannot claim a special prerogative as 
British or white folk. 

During the past year. I have had the opportunity and 
privilege of ‘entertaining’ in our Coal Mines, for periods from 
a day to several months, students and mining men of varying 
types and colours, Austrians, Frenchmen, Germans. Paki- 
stanis, Indians. South Africans, Americans, and, quite 
recently, Japanese. 

It is surprising how easy it has been to get on with these 
people—how interested they are in realities, how competent 
and clean they are, and how courteous and thankful. In every 
case their mothers were of the same race as themselves—and 
mine was an English woman! It might have been very 
different. One's approach to these good folk would have a 
profound effect on lots of others when they returned to their 
homes and industrial activities. and Toc H men must every- 
where spread the Kingdom by opportunities which present 
themselves in these and other ways. 

During forty odd years in coal mining (and what grand folk 
these miners really are!) I have met many well meaning folk 
outside the industry, who have looked upon the coal-begrimed 
winners of national wealth—as if they too belonged to another 
race. Is it only a matter of degree? 


RACE RELATIONS i 


FROM 
ALL PARTS 
DIRECT from AREAS 


with foreigners who need hospita 
em. Workington has acceptec 


o deal 
nel of interpreters to assist 


LAKELAND—How t0, P 
attention is always something of a probl 
the responsibility for drawing up a pa 5 
the medical and nursing staff of the Infirmary. It is hoped by this 
means to cut out delays in diagnosing complaints and to assist the 
him in his own language. This can bea valuable 

LF. 


patient by comforting i i 
service in many places, especially in seaport towns. .F. 
WEST MIDLANDS—Thanks to the imagination of Goldthorn 

ity of the Dudley Students Carnival Fund, 


Park and the generos! 
Joey, Jane and Susan, three pea-fowl, are now in the grounds of 
imes Children's Sanatorium, Himley. The young patients love 
of information’ concerning 


The Li 
them, and the Branch is now a ‘mine 
pea-fowl. J.H.M.S. 
i EAST ANGLIA—In common with most areas. Branches in East 
reparing to give every kind of 


Anglia scem to have spent December p 
entertainment to the old and young, though none can have had a 


greater privilege than the members of Dersingham who sang ca 
to Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal Party at Se ed 
though other Branches have been no less active with parties and 
entertainments in, Hospital, Children's Home and Old Folks Club 
with perhaps special mention of Beck Row and Mildenhall who once 
more combined to put on for three successive nights a Pantomi 
written and produccd by a member. R Ds. 
" S. and S.E. LONDON—IF you. your friend. your son, your son's 
riend or your friends' sons are serving in the R.A.F at Biggi ill 
(Kent), a welcome is assured them by Biggin Hill ‘on Wodne d 
evenings at 8 p.m. in the Abbott's Bakery, Biggin Hill Village. News y 
any Army postings to Woolwich or Caterham will also BE velco A 
inthe London Office, 42 Trinity Square, E.C.3 * aes 
SOUTH WESTERN—The members at Saltash ai nid 
birds with one stone rec ir invi aimed at several 
hee ently. First, they invited a 
egional Blood Transfusion Service to tell them li Pep 
and needs of this vital organisation. Then h SoU HE working 
some of his immediate neighbours to canvass for b member callcd on 
The alco ae Any were apprehensive Soul BRE ace ane 19 
: o distributed post-card i e aller-effects. 
claim that all this (a) reminders and other literatu T 
the Branch with a helped the Service considerably: (b) provided 
1 useful j My; (b) provide 
good publicity for Toc ee enjoyable corporate job; bal ei 
a WALES—On January 26 in the B.B.C M.B.E 
o staff men in Wales .B.C. Welsh Home Servi ) 
ne atat n ; Padre John Jones and Bri ? Service, our 
with the Di the programme “Christian Revie m wi Kingsley Davics 
Twente go Director of Religious Broadsasti "for en they discussed 
y-four Hour Vigil and told how i aang for Wales the 
w it was carried i EM 
out in Wales. 
B.K.D. 
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R IRELAND—The Belfast & District 


pe. the record numb Hospital Entertaj 

ociation gave mber of 402 : aiment 

Msetaincd an average of 2,400 patients each MN during 1954 and 

é ted by Victoria, pioncers in this form of - 

all the voluntary helpers, Ot service, who still 
J.H.M.S. 


ST MIDLANDS—Harby, near MS 
:aitiatcd twins. The Branch realise this 
in ing from the record breakers. The group at Ra 

good progress while at Ayleston (Leicester 
etting established. Leicester recently conveved a 
Wuclille Home for the Blind to the LCF. Service Ce 
Hall. The forcign residents provided a first class entert 


n, LONDON—The annual party for ol i 
Farm was à great success: 130 men and mS x ii Ey Chalk 
tea, presided over by the Mayor of St. Pancras, which was pay edid 
a lively entertainment. On leaving, cach guest was present “gr 2 
small gift. such as a Christmas pudding, tea or tinned fruit. ° wil d 
ORKSHIRE—EAST and WEST—AI| Bra po 
ouai Christmas activities, parties for old cries oat ite 
hospital visiting. etc.—jobs of great value that gave members many 
opportunities 10 oN a TED to the lonely. aii 
We are sorr report that two of our older uni 
Bedale and Rotherham, but hopes are entertained prs n MM 
there is also a likelihood of fresh starts being made at Harropat a 
Thrybergh (ncar Rotherham). Twa 


SOUTHERN—Tubby paid a week-end visit to ; 
before Christmas, preaching at Portsea and St. Mae Ge He 
met members at an informal gathering at Waterlooville and came to 
the General Members’ monthly lunch at Portsmouth. Another 
distinguished visitor to the Area was Norman McPherson, Yorkshire 
Area Padre, who addressed an Area Conference and spoke at four 
Guest-nights. The Bishop of Southampton presented a Rushlight to 
the new group at Winchester last month. ASG. 


OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY—A New Year's Eve Dance at 
Oxford Town Hall, organised by Colin Campbell with the support of 
Oxford Branch and the Development Appeal, yielded a net profit of 
£140 of which half will benefit the Hospital Welfare fund there. 


NORTHERN--In conjunction with the Central Council for 
Physical Recrcation. Darlington recently ran a very successful evening 
"Spotlight on Sport" in aid of the Family Purse. Grove Hill meet 
in the local Mental Hospital which is also the centre of their service 
activities. Developments in extension are taking place at Washington, 
Newton Aycliffe and Wallsend-on-Tyne. C.V.Y. 


KENT and SUSSEX—An awareness of the need of Branch 
Officers to have a greater understanding of their responsibilities has 
been noticed in a number of places. In one District a series of monthly 
discussions dealing with each Office in turn. has already proved of 
considerable value. From a new group in Sussex :— "Though so new 
to Toc H, we shall be observing the Twenty-four Hour Vigil. Others 
may know how to keep a Rushlight burning for twenty-hour hours; 
we do not. You must let us have a Lamp for the Vigil”. A most 
stimulating request that was very readily complied with. C.A.C. 


FROM ALL PARTS 9 


lebrated its Twenty-first 
TERN-—Ellesmere POE aii their oun for the 
cembe afterwards heid a wy ag tene Ara 
bebe had furnished with many guests an FIG. 
which they he oe flowing new Branches received their 
RE—The follo isegate, Helpringham and 
and Riseg cive theirs shortly, 


Birthday carly in De 


Lamps ! 
Ermine. 
subject ta ceni 
ir Lamp ; 
| See ree doctors, a ce ee oe Soak Sk 
| celebrated in "ici ey the original members were present iicn 
MARCHES SP. its Twenty-fifth Birthday and the Rev. Ken 
Shrewsbury ys uest-speaker. Oswestry have co "s ed one undead: 
Oliver was. Y it to help the Guide Dogs for the Blin Se S. 
een o! a Welshpool has made a model of a typie i ome 
ko i ich it i raise 3 
| Shire house with which it is planned to Fam 


Purse. held their annual Tramp 
; —Mansfield recently he 
NOTTS € DERBY MO good that two members were refused 
Supper: is travel inside the bus, but were allowed to sit under the 
Pn OE latest group is West Bridgford, and ji AR UN 
i N 5 $ ; a C i 
i at Stapleford and Huthwaite will be receiving p GAE 


1955 VISITS TO 
Talbot House, Poperinghe 


"It is the Upper Room and nothing less that 
is the true dynamic of Toc H"—Tubby. 


| Some notes for the guidance of those who would experience 
a stay at the Old House in 1955. 
Escorted parties, sponsored by the Old House Committee, 
will travel to Poperinghe on the dates given below: 
April 7 (Easter Party) July 30 (“Gilbert Talbot” 
June 11 (Party No. i) party) 
June 25 (Party No. 2) Aug. 6 (Party No. 5) 
July 9 (Party No. 3) Aug. 20 (Party No. 6) 
July 23 (Party No. 4) Sept. 3 (Party No. 7) 
For more information apply to Mrs. A. Tett, 23 Money Hill 


mately £6 15s. Od., but only about £5 15s, Od. if ar 
( »b . Od. ty rates 
are obtainable. Valid Passports are always Sae 


80 
TOC H JOURNAL 


m 


Opposite 
es: nage 
May 28 
(Apply to Miss E. Perrin Grong Brussels. 
House. E.C.3.) + Perrin, Crutched Friars 
-21 West Midlands A i 

June 17 rea, mixed party. 
J. H. M. Shaw, 85 Colmore Chanter, A to 
mi aree Birmingham 3), VERRE 
June 18-24 Kent ussex Areas. mixed narty. inclnai 
he mo "de (Apply p wea 
. Catherine's, Highfiel S C RN 
Sussex.) Entiele. Road. Hast Gr 
July 23-30 Notts. & Derby Area, mixed party. (Apply to 
G. A. Francis, Toc H, 20 Gordon Chambers 
T R cien oe Nottingham.) 

Aug. 27- Foc omen’s Association, w 
(Apply to Miss E. Perrin. as abo) Tl 
Sept. 10-17 Kent & Sussex Areas, mixed party. including 
Bruges and Brussels. (Apply to C. A. Cattell 
as above.) d 


Despite appearances, the above dates do not clash at The Old 
House. If none of them suits you, or you want to travel privately 
with a few friends, ask the Old House Secretary for suggestions. 


THE LANGDALE CAMP, 1955 


Some *old lags' and, we hope. some new ones. are going to 
meet at the Langdale Estate, Great Langdale, near Ambleside, 
for a week's holiday and recreation from July 2-9. They are 
going to walk the hills, talk together and enjoy the spontaneous 
laughter engendered by their being together. Any man who is 
averagely fit, who likes walking and who doesn't mind sleeping 
in dormitories, will relish the opportunity and gain a memor- 
able experience in this week. 

So that we won't get lost and, at the same time, so that we 
can maintain the traditional gaiety and enjoyment of the 
Camp, Donald Williamson, Charles Young and Jain Fraser 
will act as leaders until ‘sacked’ by the party in due course. 
Will anyone interested please write for fuller details to: 
George Lee, Toc H, 27 Brazennose Street, Manchester 2. 


TALBOT HOUSE, POPERINGHE a 


instead, ` 
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OPEN HUSHINIGS 


The Editor welcomes 


letters on all matters concerning 
space the right is reserved tg 


ns O, " 
Toc H. For reaso d, and every effort is made to 


shorten letters S 
print a repres 


Mn 
Bantu Education Act 


HE RECENT Bantu Education 
d Act passed by the Sdn 
African Government makes ibe 
educational principles on whic 
it is based clean contrary to the 
Will of God, and therefore must 
be denounced by all Christians. 

The situation of the Church in 
South Africa is becoming more 
and more grave under the 
relentless pressure of the Govern- 
ment's unchristian policy of 
apartheid. Something has got to 
be done about it, at once, NOW. 


Do you realise what is happen- 
ing? By the Bantu Education 
Act, a native cannot receive 
education beyond sufficient instruc- 
tion to equip him to meet the 
demands which the economic life 
of South Africa will impose upon 
him. He can be educated so far, 
ie. as far as the Government 
fix, which will not be beyond 
that sufficient to enable him to 
do menial work. It will not 
matter how clever a boy may be, 
higher education will be beyond 
his reach by law. It is inconceiv- 
able how any European (and 
those responsible are from Euro- 
pean stock) can put into effect 
such monstrous laws—but there 
It 15. 

To en i issi 
Schools e as y NE 

overn- 
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bmitted, 
entative se 


— Ha 


lection from those received, 
HUA AN 
ment Aid or Grants—short tenan- 
cies only are being granted to 
Church schools and colleges and 
if on application for renewal of 
tenancy it is felt the Church has 
not kept strictly to the Act and 
deprived the natives of the educa- 
tion to which they are entitled, 
then the tenancy will not be 
renewed, and if for any reason 
it is considered the school or 
college is exceeding the require- 
ments of the Act, then the same 
wil] be taken over by the Govern- 
ment. 

The Church is raising its voice 
in condemnation of South African 
apartheid and is championing not 
only Christian principles, but the 
very cause of Christianity and 
civilisation throughout the world, 
Some Churches and Missions are 
closing their colleges and schools 
rather than allow them to be 
used for this hideous wrong, this 
discrimination by race and colour 
rather than by ability. 

Chaps, this is definitely some- 
tning for Toc H. We, for years 
have decried the "colour bar". 
We have shown by our example 
and witness that colour is only 
Skin deep—a veneer—that Christ 
died for all men—no priority for 
any particular race or colour. 

What are we going to do to 
help our brothers in South 
Africa? Please not just feel sorry 
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express our disgust at a 
Meeting and leave it 
Let us now leap to the 
Special appeals have been 
hed asking for the prayers 
f the faithful for the African 
o je and for Churches and 
EN ns throughout South Africa 
wisdom and courage to be 
nted to those who are called 
P denounce evil in high places 
nd it may well be to endure 
rsecution. It’s a big job requir- 
ing great courage and guidance 
p Almighty God. Every 
Toc H member should include in 
pis daily prayers a special prayer 
for those in South Africa, 
In addition funds are required 
by Churches and. Missions to 
keep them going in this battle 
against the States unchristian 
system of Education. If the 
Church fails, there is no knowing 
where this racial discrimination 
may lead. These seeds of racial 
hatred will bear a bitter harvest 
over a large portion of the world, 
unless, like the weeds they are, 
they are taken up and destroyed. 
I, therefore, appeal to each and 
every one of you to help in tbis 
great struggle by giving what you 
can to help to finance and win 
this war against evil. 


Blaby, Leicester. Jim BETTS. 


Flowers for All Hallows 


T DO NOT WANT to make 
4 your Open Hustings into a 
pulpit suffering from dry rot due 
to a Vicar in his seventieth year; 
but, none the less, I trust you 
will accord sufficient space for 
two distinctive tributes of utmost 
gratitude from the Guild Church 
towards our Toc H Tribe in 
Lincolnshire, and the same Tribe 
down in the West Countree. 


OPEN HUSTINGS 


nd 
we nch 
phere- 
task- 


jaune 


Miss 


These tw 
rightly fa 


are expensive i h 
: n the Ns 
and in our inner City; 


vein of co 
ates, the copper 


€ one bloom 
h the postage 
Oxes has also 
r ure, th 

ideal Areas are making ihe Noch 
£ WS, now in use 
into a place of loveliness and 
peace. The Church now is near- 
ing that great day on which the 
purely temporary wall to the 
south of the North Aisle can be 
removed. From this stage onwards 
flowers will be required from more 
than these two Areas of Britain. 
We should indeed be glad and 
deeply grateful, if other Areas 
accept this challenge and thus 
increase the sacramental flow of 
flowers, which can transform a 
City church into a colony of 
Paradise, 


Should Branches of our Family 
desire to make a systematic con- 
tribution, printed labels can be 
sent, and in cases where the post- 
age costs exceed what local 
friends can well afford to pay, 
All Hallows even by meeting this 
postage will still be practising 
economy. Flowers we must have, 
and have in quantity, year ia, 
year out, from many faithful 
Branches on whom we can 
implicity rely. 

This is no new idea. Between 
the wars the old Church glowed 
with flowers from end to end. 
The time is drawing very near 
indeed when this most magic 
form of contribution ought to be 
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ranised by Area friends. Tri- 
oap | AI! Hallows year 
certain days. " 
eir sons. 

en HT ade when the 
ong the list of 
that day the 
d sent with the 


priest repeats am 
those who died 
name upon the car 


flowers. 
Your fellow servant. 
TUBBY. 


8 mm. films wanted 
THERE is a great need in this 

town for a Film Unit and 
while we are not strong enough, 
either numerically or financially, 
to envisage a complete 16mm. 
outfit we are fortunate in having 
a member who has a modern 
8mm. projector and portable 
screen. 

Would any members possessing 
8mm. travel films or comedies, 
please be willing to loan them 
out to us? 

CLEM CRUMMY. 
272 Yarborough Road, 
Grimsby, Lincs. 


The Vigil 
T FEEL that the Central Guard 
of the Lamp deserve high 
praise for the “Vigil theme" that 
they produced. lt was indeed 
an inspired work and we of the 
East Dorset District who kept the 


See the country with British Transport travel films 


They will give you a first-rate show K 
[ 
\ 

i 


and'some holiday hints as well! 
Write for catalogue listing over 


100 films of travel and transport subjects, 


All are available on free loan from Films Officer 


British Transport Commission + 


25 Savile Row London Wi 


_— ÉL 
: : 
Prinied in England by Gro. MARSHALL & 


Vigil in the shadow of our 
centuries old Minster are most 
deeply grateful for what helped 


us all to have a never to be for. 
gotten weekend. 
FRANK KERRIDGE. 


Wimborne, Dorset. 


Thanks 


TFOR the last four ycars Toc H 
L locally have made themselves 
responsible for raising the money 
to take our boys away for a fort. 
night in the summer to Bridlington, 
and although our annual Féte is 
supported by a cross-section of 
the community, Toc H is the 
king-pin around which the whole 
effort turns. 

When I made my first contacts 
in Bridlington I knew nobody; 
but here again Toc H came to my 
rescue and each succeeding year 
have ‘turned up trumps’ in many 
different ways to ensure that my 
boys had a real holiday. 

I know that Toc H people do 
not like to be thanked for what 
they do, but I thought that per- 
haps you might find room for 
this little line of deep appreciation. 

F. J. PADBURY. 
Superintendent, 
Dr. Barnardo's Homes. 
Glenfield, Leicester. 
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